
COVID Update
COVID-19 community transmission levels in New York City have been decreasing

steadily, but continue to be high.

Vaccination continues to dramatically reduce the likelihood of hospitalization and death

after infection. The new bivalent booster (which adds protection against BA.4 and BA.5

variants) is now available for all those aged 12 and up whose most recent shot was at

least two months ago.

Given this level of transmission, and our effort to maintain the sanctuary as a sanctuary

even for those at higher risk of negative outcomes from COVID-19, these are our

current protocols:



● Masking: Masking with a high-quality face mask (KN95, N95, KF94, or similar) is
universally required in the sanctuary. Masks will be available at the door for all
ages 2 years old and up. Clergy who have tested negative on the morning of the
service might remove their masks while leading worship.

● Community meal: Those dining together after the 5:00 service will have the
option to eat either outside or inside.

● Returning after having COVID-19: We ask that those who have had COVID-19
wait to return to church until after they have had a negative rapid test, as positive
results on rapid tests (even faint positives) indicate a level of coronavirus in the
body that could still be contagious to others, even when the person notices no
symptoms.

● Symptoms: Those with any flu-like or cold-like symptoms are asked to refrain
from in-person participation. (Symptoms can indicate that a person’s body is
fighting off coronavirus. Unfortunately, COVID-19 can also be asymptomatic and
yet still spread from person to person.)

If you would like to donate rapid COVID-19 tests, please bring them to church and give

them to the person at the front door.

Thank you for your involvement in keeping our church and community as healthy as

possible.


